
 
 
City of Cleveland 
COMMUNITY POLICE COMMISSION 
 

 

A Resolution declaring a conflict of interest with the Department of Law; and authorizing and 
directing the Interim Executive Director to take all actions necessary to engage the services of 
Flannery Georgalis, LLC as independent legal counsel for the Commission. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Paragraph 19 of the Consent Decree between the United States of 
America and City of Cleveland, the City is required to provide to the Commission “access to all 
information requested by the Commission related to its mandate, authority, and duties unless 
legally restricted”; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to City of Cleveland Charter 115-5(h)(17), the Commission has the 
power of “[r]equesting and timely receiving, without the need for making a formal public-records 
request, from other City departments and offices including the Division of Police and Director of 
Public Safety, information relevant to the Commission's duties”; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to City of Cleveland Charter 115-5(h)(18), the Commission’s broad 
authority includes “[a]ccessing un-redacted complaints against officers and unredacted files of all 
closed investigations . . .”; and 

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2024, the Court in the Consent Decree matter issued an Order, 
attached hereto as Exhibit A, requiring “the parties and the Monitor to discuss and develop a 
process by which the Monitor and DOJ can be put on notice of document requests [by the CPC] 
to which the City objects . . . .”; and  

WHEREAS, the Court’s Order noted that “[t]he City might also seek to engage with the 
incoming counsel for the CPC around the issue of developing a process for streamlining the 
document requests of the CPC[,]”; and 

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2024, in compliance with the Court’s Order, the Parties and 
Monitor filed with the Court in the Consent Decree matter a Joint Status Report, attached hereto 
as Exhibit B, appending an agreed-upon process for records requests from the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Joint Status Report provides that the established process was developed 
after “[t]he Parties, Monitor, and CPC members met several times”; and 

WHEREAS, the established, agreed-upon, court-approved process for handling requests 
from the Commission, attached hereto as Exhibit C, requires the “City [to] produce to the 
Commission requested information within 21 days of receipt of the request[,]” and provide any 
“objection [to the request] within seven days of receipt” of the request; and 

 



WHEREAS, the City, through the Police Accountability Team and members of the Law 
Department, maintains an excel spreadsheet (the “Tracker”), attached hereto as Exhibit D, that it 
uses to track the Commission’s requests; and 

WHEREAS, the Tracker includes the date the Commission submits a request, the date the 
City produces the documents in response to the request, the status of the requests, including 
whether it is complete, partially incomplete, or pending, and the amount of days from submission 
of the request to the current date; and 

WHEREAS, the Tracker makes clear that the City continuously and regularly fails to meet 
the 21-day Court deadline to produce records to the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the City, through the Law Department, and as signed by Director of Law, 
agreed to the process for handling the Commission’s requests, despite not adhering to such process; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City, through the Law Department, is responsible, at least in part, for both 
producing the required records and simultaneously representing the City in this matter; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission cannot fulfill its broad mission as outlined in the Consent 
Decree and Charter 115-5 without obtaining the records it requests in a timely and complete 
manner; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to exercise its broad powers under both the City of 
Cleveland Charter 115-5(h)(17)-(18) and the Consent Decree to access and receive records without 
interference from the City and/or the Law Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Law’s dual role in both defending the City and serving as 
one of the stakeholders responsible for compliance with the Court’s Order and producing and/or 
objecting to the product of records creates a conflict of interest; and 

WHEREAS, in order to ensure the mission of the Commission is protected, upheld, and 
safeguarded in a manner that is consistent with the will of the citizenry as expressed in Charter 
115-5,  and in furtherance of the overarching goal of the Consent Decree to effectuate police reform 
and ensure constitutional policing, the Commission has determined that retaining the services of 
independent outside counsel in this matter is necessary; and 

WHEREAS, the Interim Executive Director canvassed law firms and has recommended 
the services of Flannery Georgalis, LLC. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Community Police Commission of the 
City of Cleveland, that: 

1. The Commission hereby finds and declares that a conflict of interest exists with the mission 
of the Commission and the City’s Law Department regarding the production of and/or 
access to records. 



2. The Commission hereby approves the retention of Flannery Georgalis, LLC for the services 
of outside counsel to represent the Commission in this matter. 

3. The Commission authorizes the Interim Executive Director to take all necessary steps to 
engage and direct outside counsel consistent with this Resolution. 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

 

____________________________________ 
DR. JOHN ADAMS 
Co-Chair of the Commission 

 

____________________________________ 
SHARENA ZAYED 
Co-Chair of the Commission 

 

 
____________________________________ 
ALIX M. NOUREDDINE 
Secretary of the Commission   

  
 

PASSED: 
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