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Ordinance No. 615-2024 
 
 
By Council Member Griffin 
 
 
FOR PASSAGE 
June 3, 2024 
 
 
 

 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
To supplement the Codified Ordinances of 
Cleveland, Ohio 1976 by amending Section 
110.02, as amended by Ordinance No. 105-
16, passed February 8, 2016, related to 
limitations on campaign contributions. 

WHEREAS, this ordinance constitutes an emergency measure providing for the 

usual daily operation of a Municipal department; now, therefore, 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLEVELAND: 

Section 1. That the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland, Ohio are 

supplemented by amending Section 110.02, as amended by Ordinance No. 105-16, 

passed February 8, 2016, to read as follows: 

 Section 110.02  Limitations on Campaign Contributions 
 
    (a)   No individual shall make, and no candidate for the office of Mayor on his or 
her own behalf or committee on behalf of a candidate for the office of Mayor shall 
accept, any contribution which exceeds a total of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) per 
individual contributor per calendar year in support of a primary and regular election 
combined, or a primary and special election combined. 
 
    (b)   No political action committee shall make, and no candidate for the office of 
Mayor on his or her own behalf or committee on behalf of a candidate for the office of 
Mayor shall accept, any contribution which exceeds a total of seven thousand five 
hundred dollars ($7,500.00) per political action committee per calendar year in support 
of a primary and regular election combined, or a primary and special election combined. 
 
    (c)   No individual shall make, and no candidate for the office of a member of 
Council on his or her own behalf or committee on behalf of a candidate for the office of 
member of Council shall accept, any contribution which exceeds a total of one thousand 
five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) per individual 
contributor per calendar year in support of a primary and regular election combined, or 
a primary and special election combined. 
   
  (d)   Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, no political action 
committee shall make, and no candidate for the office of member of Council on his or 
her own behalf, or committee on behalf of a candidate, shall accept any contribution 
which exceeds a total of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) six thousand dollars 
($6,000.00) per political action committee per calendar year, in support of a primary 
and regular election combined, or primary and special election combined. 
  
   (e)   No corporation shall make, and no candidate for the offices of Mayor or 
member of Council shall accept on his or her own behalf or committee on behalf of a 
candidate for the offices of Mayor or member of Council shall accept from a corporation, 
any contribution in support of a primary and regular election combined, or a primary 
and special election combined. 
  
   (f)   Notwithstanding the provisions in divisions (a) and (c) of this section, no 
candidate on his or her own behalf or committee on behalf of a candidate, shall accept, 
from any City of Cleveland employee a contribution that exceeds a total of one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) per individual employee per calendar year in support of a primary and 
regular election combined, or a primary and special election combined. 
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    (g)   The limitations set forth in divisions (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this section apply 
to aggregate gifts during any given calendar year. A contributor may make a 
contribution up to the applicable limit in each of any three (3) non-election years as well 
as the year of the election. 
 
    (h)   In the case of an appointment to fill a vacancy in the office of member of 
Council, or the office of Mayor, the contribution limits provided for in this section shall 
apply to the election campaign period for such office. 
  
   (i)   Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, there is no limitation on the 
amount of personal funds that a candidate may make to his or her own campaign. 
   
  (j)   This section shall apply to any contributions made to a candidate or 
committee, whether used by the candidate or committee to finance a current campaign, 
to pay deficits incurred in a prior campaign, or otherwise. 
 
 
 Section 2.   That Section 110.02, as amended by Ordinance No.105-16, passed 
February 8, 2016, is repealed. 

 
Section 3. That this ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure and, 

provided it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to 
Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by 
the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 
 
 

BAG:rns 
6/3/2024 
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